
 
Why Colorado Needs an Election Security Position 

 

Why does the League of Women Voters of Colorado (LWVCO) need an Election Security Position? 

Election security, an important topic for years, became a pressing issue after the 2020 election, existing 

League of Women Voters of the US (LWVUS) positions are inadequate to advocate effectively. 

LWVUS Conventions have addressed election security but have not adopted a formal position. The 

2021 Colorado legislative session included a bill, SB21-188, that would have allowed any disabled 

Colorado voter to return their ballot over the internet. Supporters argued that those who physically 

could not vote a paper ballot on their own lost the privacy of their vote when having to ask others for 

help voting. The LWVCO Legislative Action Committee (LAC) agreed that voters with visual disabilities, 

and others who could not mark their ballots independently, should be allowed to return ballots 

electronically; however, the LAC argued that returning a ballot over the Internet not only risked losing 

the privacy of one’s vote, but that the larger the group returning ballots over the internet, the larger the 

target for hackers, and the more likely a hack could affect election outcomes. The LAC worked to 

convince legislators of the election security issue.  They narrowed the bill’s scope before passage; 

however, it is likely the broader bill may come back as early as the 2022 legislative session. Neither the 

state nor national League have positions on the intersection between voters’ ease of access and the 

security of the election as a whole. The LAC had a slim League position to stand on during the last 

discussion so it would be wise to have a robust, well documented position before the next round of 

discussions. 

Legislation is not the only area where the League needs a strong a position to advocate for secure 

elections. One of Colorado’s own county clerks allowed an outsider to photograph election system 

passwords, and the photos were posted on social media. Again, neither LWVCO nor LWVUS have 

positions on controlling access to the actual election machines used in counts, and to their passwords. 

To keep Colorado’s election system secure, LWV Colorado needs a robust Election Security position 

from which to advocate. 

https://leg.colorado.gov/bill-search?search_api_views_fulltext=SB21-188

